
FAQ's
Vancouver Food Cooperative (VFC) is a not-for-profit business 

planning to open a grocery store in Vancouver, WA to provide 

accessible nutrition and local foods.   The cooperative started in 

2003 with a group of committed individuals and has grown to an 

incorporated organization governed by an elected volunteer 

board. 

What is a food  cooperative? 

A food cooperative (or ªco-opº) is a grocery store owned by the 

community.  Anyone is welcome to shop but people are 

encouraged to become owners by buying one or more shares, 

to help "capitalize" the store.  Cooperatives are based on values 

of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity, and 

solidarity.  Cooperative members believe in ethical values of 

honesty, openness, social responsibility, and caring for others. 

Why do we need a co-op?

Clark County shoppers need a store that offers local, healthful 

products.  Clark County farmers need another outlet to sell their 

products.  A cooperative is a different model from the conven-

tional grocery store.  We need a model that supports our local 

community, and a co-op does that.

What types of goods will be sold in the store?

You will find everything from produce, meat, coffee, and 

chocolate to cleaning supplies.  We will be a complete grocery 

store.

Will it be open to the publi c or only for owners?

Anyone will be able to shop at the Vancouver Food Co-op,  but 

it is through owners that we will open a store and continue to 

thrive once open.

Join VFC!
Your involvement now will make the store a reality!  

Once the store opens, anybody may shop there, but 

purchasing one or more shares will help us open sooner. 

Invest in the health of our community!

l   A share is a one-time investment of $180 that can 

be paid with an initial $60 payment, with the remain-

ing balance paid within 3 years.

l   An owner can purchase up to twenty shares, but 

only receive one vote.

l   Voting Shares are based on one individual vote per 

household; many of our benefits are enjoyed by 

members of the same household.

l   As an owner, you can receive back a percentage of 

what you spend at VFC.  When we achieve end-of-

year profit, our Board of Directors will determine 

what amount can be returned to owners, while 

sustaining a healthy cooperative.

l   Option to help the VFC open sooner by purchasing 

additional non-voting shares up to 20 per individual.

l   Pay in full before we open the store and have the 

honor of becoming a founding owner! 

l   Vote on Board of Directors elections and broad 

scale issues.  You can run for the board too.  After all, 

you own it!

Visit our website at www.vancouverfood.coop for 

more owner informati on or fill out the ownership 

form on the back of this pamphlet and mail it with 

payment to:

Vancouver Food Cooperative

1701 Broadway #B

Vancouver, WA 98663

Get Involved!
How can I help?  Are there volunt eer opportuni-

ties?

Yes!  We have many volunteer activities and would 

love your help.  You can email us about volunteering 

at volunteer@vancouverfood.coop.  In your email, 

please tell us a litt le about yourself and what your 

interests or experiences are, so we can let you know 

what fun ways you can help promote VFC.  Another 

good place to start is by attending an Outreach 

meeting.  

Check our website at www.vancouverfood.coop for 

up-to-date meeting times and places.  

Where can I fin d a flyer in PDF format so that I can 

email it to a friend?

Flyers for printing are available on our website - click 

on ªBe an Owner.º
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Has a location been chosen?

As soon as we have community support and finances raised, we 

will work on location.  At this point, we are keeping our eyes 

open and are working on raising funds to secure a site.

How much money will it tak e to get the doors open? 

This depends on many factors.  The sooner we secure the capital 

the less it will cost.  We are working on opening in a financially 

feasible manner and creating a sustainable business model that 

will cover monthly expenses.

How is it different from shopping at a farmers mar ket?

A co-op is an actual storefront with not only local produce and 

products, but also other grocery items.  Shoppers will find their 

local produce as well as paper towels, cleaning supplies, dried 

goods, and more.  A co-op is open 7 days a week, year-round.

What goods will be sourced locally?

We will work to get as many local products as possible.  We are 

already working with local farmers and continue to build 

relationships with local vendors.  


